
[bookmark: _GoBack]The children are back to school and adjusting well to the new school year.  Autumn is coming soon promising the upcoming wonders of great candy gathering, family and friends getting together for Thanksgiving, football, and a shopping list made ready for the Holiday season.  Autumn is also ushering in another exciting development; the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) will formally vote on one of the three options involving the High School and Middle School projects that the Secondary School Building Committee (SSBC) has been working on for the past several years.
A group from the SSBC; Chuck Carucci – Committee Chairman , Kathleen Willis – Superintendent of Schools,  John Bernard – High School Principal, Cathy O’Connell – Middle School Principal, Helen Maynard – Committee Member,  Chris Simmler – Owner’s Project Manager (OPM), Brad Dore – Dore & Whittier Architects and Rob Juusola - Project Manager Dore & Whittier, had a preliminary meeting with the MSBA on September 14th where they presented three potential options for possible solutions to school expansion projects as required by the MSBA. The presentation focused on curriculum and program needs to support North Readings’ Middle and High Schools to bring them in line with 21st century learning.  While only one option was selected by the SSBC (Option 3) as the “preferred option”, the three options were presented to ensure that all three potential solutions were reviewed as part of the MSBA process.  The SSBC selected Option 3 because it represents the best overall solution from both an educational and cost perspective to resolve the facility issues at the High School and Middle School.
The three options presented were as follows:
Option 1 :  A new construction stand-alone High School option.
Option 2 :  A renovation/addition  to the existing Middle school .
Option 3 :  A new Integrated High School – Middle School with combined core facilities (Cafeteria, Media/Library, Gymnasium and Auditorium).
If the MSBA approves the preferred option on September 28th, Dore & Whittier Architects will begin the Schematic Design phase which will provide significantly more detail on the size, layout, and materials that will be used for the project.  This process should be completed in December 2011 at which time it will be presented to the MSBA Board of Directors for a formal approval of the project.  If the project is approved by MSBA, the Town will have 120 days to secure an approval for its share of the project cost.  The SSBC will be presenting the MSBA approved option/project at Town Meeting on October 3rd to explain in greater detail the attributes of the project.  
As much excitement the autumn has in store for us this winter promises to be equally exciting!  Join in the excitement and come to Town Meeting and follow our progress on line at www.NRSSBC.org.
Thank You,
Janene Imbriano
SSBC Member
